Minutes of the Mount Vernon Cemetery Commission		June 9, 2026

The Cemetery Commission met at the Mount Vernon City Hall Conference Room on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. Commission members present were Ruth Horton, Mike Woods, Mary Evans and guest Tim Legore.

Minutes were approved from May 12, 2026.

Eric Siggins resigned from the commission by phone. He will still help clean in the cemetery and help repair gravestones this summer but not attend meetings. Tim Legore is applying for membership on the commission.

Maintenance of cemetery records and documents
Commission members met with WHKS representatives on Friday, June 5 to review the ArcGIS mapping program. Members left the meeting with unanswered questions but an understanding of the necessity to try the new app. The process of photographing each gravestone and filling in 15 information blanks is a monumental task especially for volunteers. It’s essential to accurately identify the location of all burials in the cemetery.

Mike Woods brought up several good points during the meeting that he will discuss with Lori Boren for clarification. 
· What city staff member will be responsible for incorporating the ArcGIS with permanent cemetery records?
· Will new burials be immediately put into the ArcGIS database by city staff?
· When a cemetery deed is issued will the information be entered into the ArcGIS database by city staff?
· A process needs to be established on the use of ArcGIS.

Restoration and preservation of cemetery monuments
Four teams are ready to level, repair and reset the 30 gravestones. Tim Legore has repaired 8 of the 10 gravestones identified in 2025.

The American Legion has purchased many of the tools necessary for repairing stones. The tools are stored in the cemetery garage. CA6 gravel has been delivered to the cement pad adjacent to the cemetery garage.

Maintenance of cemetery grounds
Dix Lawn Care is maintaining the cemetery grounds.

Discussion of burial services offered in Iowa
No discussion


Promoting and publicizing the cemetery
Mike Woods described the wonderful Memorial Day celebration that took place on May 25, 2026. The dead tree branches that obscured the view last year were removed one week before the ceremony.

The Sun published an article titled, “Preservation Work Begins in Mount Vernon Cemetery”

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary E Evans
