
 CITY OF MOUNT VERNON _____________________ 
  Building Permit Application Permit # (office use) 

$35.00 application fee payable upon approval 

1 Site Address / Lot / Subdivision________________________________________________________________________ 

2 Use of Structure_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 Owner/Tenant  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address   _______________________________________    Phone          _______________________________________ 

City   ______________________________________    Email  ________________________________________ 

State / Zip  _________________________________ 

4 Contractor_______________________________________  Email  ___________________________________________

 Address ___________________________________  Daytime Phone  _________________________________________

     City  ______________________________________ State / Zip    ____________________________________________ 

5 Project Description (including materials):  ________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6 Site Plan Required.  Plan may be hand-drawn, provided the following information is shown:  
• location of lot lines

• all existing and proposed structures

• dimensions of the proposed structure

• distance between the proposed structure and

other structure(s) and lot lines

7  Primary Contact  _______________________________________________    Phone  ___________________________ 

Email  ________________________________________________________  ALLOW 10-14 BUSINESS 

DAYS FOR REVIEW8  Estimated Value of Project (Dollars $): _______________________________  

9  Signature:  ______________________________  Printed:_______________________________  Date:  _____________

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY CITY OF MOUNT VERNON

Denied  Permit Fee ($35.00)_________       Zoning:_____________________  Zoning Admin: Approved  

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

$35.00 PERMIT FEE PAYABLE TO CITY OF MOUNT VERNON.     SEND TO: ATTN:   ZONING ADMIN
213 FIRST ST. NW
MOUNT VERNON,  IA  52314



       CITY OF MOUNT VERNON 
BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATIONS

Common Questions:

Q. Do I need to apply for a building permit with Linn County, the City of Mount Vernon or both?
A. Linn County provides building and zoning services for the City of Mount Vernon, with a few exceptions.

A Linn County Building Permit Application shall be completed for all projects involving*: 
o New construction
o Expansion, remodel and/or replacement of existing structures
o Electrical
o Mechanical
o Plumbing

Check with the Linn County Zoning Division regarding any applicable zoning and site plan review 
requirements.   

Permits are available at:  935 2nd St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA  52404 
or online at:  www.linncountyiowa.gov/planning 

A City of Mount Vernon Building Permit Application shall be completed for the following projects*:  
o Detached garages and other one-story accessory structures (sheds, playhouses and similar uses)

where the floor area does not exceed 120 square feet.
o Retaining walls - under 6 feet, measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall,

unless supporting a surcharge.
o Sidewalks & Driveways
o Fences
o Window, Door & Awning replacement with no change to structural framing
o Decks and Patios
o Signs without a concrete foundation, footings or illumination

*Exemption from permit requirements does not grant authorization for any work to be done in any
manner in violation of the provisions of the building and zoning codes, or any other laws or ordinances
of Linn County or the City of Mount Vernon.

Q. Why does my project require additional review by a board or commission?
(Note:  the following does NOT represent an exhaustive list of situations which may require additional review by boards and 
commissions.) 

• Historic Properties:  Properties within a historic district must obtain a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) from the Mount Vernon Historic Preservation Commission.  Applications
are available at City Hall or digitally via email from:    lbradbury@cityofmtvernon-ia.gov.
Commission meetings are held the first Saturday of each month and one Wednesday mid-month
at the Mount Vernon Visitors Center.

• Conditional Use Permit:  A Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is required for certain uses, as outlined
for each zoning district in City Code CH165 (ex. Alternative Energy Production – Solar).
Applications must be approved by the Board of Adjustment, which meets on an as-needed basis.
Applications for a CUP are available at City Hall or via email from:  lbradbury@cityofmtvernon-
ia.gov.
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